[Use of rigid internal fixation in treatment of oral and maxillofacial comminuted fracture].
To evaluate the usefulness of rigid internal fixation in management of oral and maxillofacial comminuted fracture. From July 2004 to June 2007, 79 patients with oral and maxillofacial comminuted fractures (including 45 males, 34 females, aged from 9 to 69 years, 11 mandibular fractures, 31 ZMC fractures, 37 maxillary fractures) were treated with open reduction and rigid internal fixation. Facial profile in 79 cases and cross-bite in 77 cases were corrected satisfactorily. Cross-bite in 2 cases changed to open bite,and were corrected later with subsequent adjustment. Occlusal relation and facial contour can be corrected with rigid internal fixation in tension-line, stress-line or maxillofacial pillars with acceptable outcomes.